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Background 
The XX International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day” (BSD 2019) was held in St. Petersburg, Russia 
from 21 to 22 March 2019. The sectional session on ‘Fisheries, aquaculture and conservation of fish stocks’ 
was held on 21 March. The session consisted of two thematic parts; “Interests and priorities in fisheries and 
aquaculture in the Baltic sea region” and “Nature conservation and habitat restoration measures and actions 
in rivers of the Baltic Sea”. The goal of the session was to build and strengthen international cooperation in 
the framework of the fulfilment of Russian obligations under the Helsinki Convention. The HELCOM 
Secretariat moderated the session. 

The Resolution of the sectional session “Fisheries, aquaculture and conservation of fish stocks”, is set out in 
the Annex to this document. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the Resolution of the sectional session “Fisheries, aquaculture and 
conservation of fish stocks”, of the XX International Environmental Forum "Baltic Sea Day". 
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Resolution  

of the sectional session 

“Fisheries, aquaculture and conservation of fish stocks” 

in the frame of  

XX INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM "BALTIC SEA DAY" 

 

Moderator:  Henri Jokinen, HELCOM Secretariat 

Number of participants: 35-50 

 

The sectional session on Fisheries, aquaculture and conservation of fish stocks was held on the 21 

March 2019. The session consisted of two thematic parts; “Interests and priorities in fisheries and 

aquaculture in the Baltic sea region” and “Nature conservation and habitat restoration measures and 

actions in rivers of the Baltic Sea”. The goal of the session was to build and strengthen international 

cooperation in the framework of the fulfilment of Russian obligations under the Helsinki Convention. 

To achieve this goal and promote information sharing, presentations on different topics concerning 

fisheries-environment interactions, aquaculture, assessment and conservation of aquatic resources 

and environment and migratory fish, given by representatives of national authorities, agencies, 

intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations, expert organisations and universities, and 

other stakeholders. Presentations were followed by questions and discussions on each topic. 

The participants 

• shared information on Russian and HELCOM interests and priorities on aquaculture matters, 

fish stocking activities, conservation issues, and on different angles of impacts on aquatic 

resources and of impact compensations (to human activities, e.g. construction work) 

• specifically informed 

− that eutrophication and deoxygenations are currently the largest threats from a 

changing environment impacting fisheries in the BSR 

− about already existing international cooperation in research and monitoring around 

border waters (e.g. FIN-RUS collaboration) 

− about plans on population status assessments and mapping of migration hindrances 

for salmonids in river waters running to the GoF 

− that preservation of salmon in Russian Baltic sea rivers rely on rearing and stocking 

activities 

− that Russian participation and contribution is planned in the HELCOM Fish-PRO III 

project (concerning coastal fish) among other international collaboration 

− about the occurrence of natural salmon and sea trout stocks in the Belarus-side of the 

HELCOM red listed salmon river system Neman (or Nemunas), and about NGO-driven 

preservation action taken to safe-guard these 

− that authority-controlled compensatory releases of salmonids are done in GoF rivers 

with stocks subject to negative impacts from NordStream 2 construction work 
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− about the Russian initiative on sturgeon restoration in the GoF by planned restocking 

in the Neva river, acknowledging the claimed unclarities on what species is the original 

sturgeon in the Baltic Sea (Acipenser sturio vs. A. oxyrinchus) 

• acknowledged the importance of sharing information in general and as a good starting point 

for more and better regional collaboration 

• together progressed in building and strengthening possibilities for regional collaboration in 

the HELCOM framework, also and especially from the viewpoint of fulfilment of Russian 

obligations 

• promoted the common benefits and importance of joint work on these matters in the Baltic 

Sea region to be taken forward within the HELCOM working structure as active participation 

by all countries. 

• acknowledged that future steps to be taken include  

− ensuring access to already available data where it exists, and where data not yet exist 

to initiate monitoring and data collection according to joint HELCOM guidelines when 

possible, being important as data is still missing from certain regional assessments on 

fish and fisheries (e.g. regarding coastal fish); 

− to better involve Russia to relevant work of the HELCOM Working Group on 

ecosystem-based sustainable Fisheries and its sub-groups and projects 
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